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1. What themes of the course does this film illuminate?
Two significant themes seen in the film can be pointed out as the brutality of war and friendship's importance. From the movie's opening scene, watchers are immediately taken on the front lines of the war, men in their trench taking cover from the enemy. Within the first 30 minutes, we have our first soldier amputation and death. It was a sight to see the number of soldiers being carried throughout the hospital at once. Directors also show the men are continually being trained and back on the battlefield in the line of danger. The film brings about this theme by showing the adverse effects of war on the population. Many people are killed, and many others left injured. 
The importance of friendship is heavily exemplified through the relationship between Paul and Kat. Watchers can quickly see how Paul looked up to Kat, and Kat gave him a sense of security while out in the field. The comradeship between Paul and Kat gave Paul a desire to live. After the death of his other comrades, Kat, Paul was too lonely and began to give up as he felt there was nothing left that life could take from him. This film allows its watchers to see patriotism and nationalism in its truest form truly. Their teachers, families, almost forced even those who did not have any interest in war and the country to serve. This spanned across many countries during that period, similar to what we saw with Nazi Germany. From this, I learn that when you choose a course for patriotism for your county, you should also be ready for consequences such as family and friends' death. 


2. Break down historical analytical categories that the film covers as subject matter?
Social Issues
The social issues that have been captured in the film begin with the young men's zeal and anxiety to serve their nation. They are proud to serve their county as soldiers, and we can also see a sense of care for each other before and even during the war. While boarding the train, their parents remind them to take care of each other, echoed at war while helping each other and at the hospital when they visit their amputated friend. The film shows how society at that time worked together during the good and bad times. 
Politics 
The main reason why these young men are not in college is because of politics. At that time in history, warfare was inspired by political differences between countries. During their last day at school, their teacher emphasizes why they need to be listed and help their country conquer the war.  Politics of that day had primarily been about fighting and taking over territories other than diplomacy like today. The growing need for more soldiers is why people like the teacher are encouraging the students to go to war. It was the most heroic action a young man of those days could do. 
Gender 
In the film, gender roles seem to have been so deeply rooted in those historical times. As seen, while men are at the war front, women are serving as caregivers for the injured. The society seems to have already set some silent rules on what young women and men are expected of. Mothers bidding their children farewell as they leave for the war look worried and concerned about how they will be. Franc's mother tells his friend to take care of his son as they did while at home. They are not sure of what the future holds for them. 
3. "Two truths and a lie": Factual Scale vs. Literary device
Facts covered in the film
· Fighting 
· Death 
· Pain 
· Tough training 
Literary devices/fictions 
· Battlefield 
· Horses 
· Rats 
· Butterflies 
· Kemmerich's Boots

4. IV. Review and rate the film
All Quiet on The Western Front took a different angle on ordinary German young men's experiences during the German-French war in the early 1990s. The award-winning film is based on the novel of the same title by Erich Maria. The film captures his experiences with his friends and classmates during the war. The film begins with the professor telling his students about the glory of serving in the army as being the true definition of moving from being boys to men. The boys in the class go ahead and get enlisted to the second company and are later deployed to the war front. Their imaginations are cut shot quickly after their arrival. Life on the battlefield is not as impressive as they had imagined. On the first day, they found no food, the older soldiers were not accommodative, and life, in general, is exceptionally harrowing. When Paul gets a chance to go back home, he narrates to the professor and younger students about the harrowing experience at war and his colleagues' death. Both the professor and the students are upset by this revelation and refer to Paul as a coward. He goes back to war, more deaths, and suffering, and he loses most of his colleagues.  
This film's major strength is that it depicted the pain and agony that young men went through during the war. The war has been shown as it is, and the effect of the war on the young men has been well captured. The film has received an equal measure of critics due to its anti-war and anti-German perception. However, literary experts have dismissed the critics who have appreciated the film for its role of telling both sides of the story. Unlike popular war films, All Quiet on The Western Front shows that there is more than just victory and conquering enemies in the Warfield. There is a lot of emotional, physical, and mental torture that young men on the battlefield go through. The only weakness I see is the one-sided reporting of war. In as much as the film needed to depict the sufferings, there ought to be some positivity. Many changes came because of the war, and the deaths, however much, were part of collateral damage. On a scale of 1-10, I would rate the film 7/10 for showing the war as it was. The authors point of view is what brought a lot of criticism. However, this film scooped so many awards all the same. 



